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SOLA CUP 2025 Junior & Senior High School International Debate Tournament
Application Guidelines

@ Topic

This will be the fifth international debate tournament fully organized by high school students.
By creating an opportunity to compete in parliamentary debate, we hope to provide high school
students from all over the world with a chance to gain skills necessary to thrive in a globalizing
society: logical thinking, problem solving, critical thinking, collaboration, knowledge about current
affairs, and public speaking skills. Furthermore, this tournament will be an opportunity for students to
test their debating skills with debaters from other countries and receive high quality feedback from
many high-achieving judges. Through this, we hope that students will be able to grow both as debaters
and as global citizens.

€ Format
World School’s Debating Championship (WSDC) style debate tournament
*Modifications made to the rules to suit this event

*Impromptu Debates

@ Organizers
Shibuya Junior & Senior High School
High School Parliamentary Debate Union of Japan (HPDU of Japan)

@ Tournament Scale
International

@ Number of participants
Not limited

€ Date
Preliminary Rounds: 17th August 2025 (FRI) 8:30-18:00 (JST)
Break Rounds: 22th August 2025 (SUN) 8:30-18:30 (JST)

@ Platform

Zoom & Slack
We will be using Zoom throughout the tournament so please make sure you have access to Wi-Fi. We
will also use Slack as a means of communication before, during, and after the tournament. All
participants and teachers/coaches/advisors that are responsible must create a Zoom and Slack account
after completing their registration. We will be sending details for Slack and an invitation to the virtual
workspace later on.

@ Sponsorship
KPMG AZSA LLC

@ Cooperation
Isa GLOBAL JAPAN, Inc.
AIMNEXT, Inc.
Tomonokai Co., Ltd.



@ Requirements for participation
a. Junior or senior high school students (Japan or abroad)
b. At least one member has participated in a parliamentary debate tournament (eg. WSDC,
HPDU of Japan, Asian, BP, NA, etc.)
c. Are able to create a Zoom and Slack account until the competition.

@ Form of Participation

a. Only one team per school/official institution may apply. This also applies to middle school
and high schools that are integrated. (As this tournament will be held as part of an Olympiad
event, we would like only the representatives of each school/institution to compete.)

b. A team shall consist of members from the same school/official institution. Individual
registrations are not allowed.

In the case that following this rule is difficult, participants from abroad will be allowed to participate
in composite teams.

c. A team shall have at least 3 and no more than 5 members.

d. In each team, there must be three speakers. Before a debate begins, each team must inform the
chairperson of the names of their three speakers and the order they will be speaking in. The
only persons who may speak in a debate are the three speakers for each team announced by
the chairperson at the start of that debate.

@ Participation Fee
Free

€ How to register

<{>Debaters

Click the link below to register.
https://forms.gle/grb4RIZYJFSXzQch7



https://forms.gle/grb4RJZYJFSXzQch7

{>Team of Judges

We will be recruiting judges for this tournament who will be responsible in deciding the vote and
speaker scores, as well as providing oral adjudications.

Click the link below to register as a judge.

https://forms.gle/PoSkTo4En2Y Cil.cc7

@ Registration deadline
<{>Debaters
8th August 2025, 23:59 (JST GMT+9)
<{>Team of Judges
8th August 2025, 23:59 (JST GMT+9)

@ Schedule
{>Day 1 Preliminary Rounds (17th August 2025 JST)
8:15 - 8:45 Registration
8:45 - 9:05 Briefing
9:10 - 9:20 Preliminary Round 1: Draw and Motion Announcement
9:20 - 11:00 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (50 mins), Results &
Explanation (20mins)
11:00 - 11:10 Preliminary Round 2: Draw and Motion Announcement
11:10 - 12:50 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (50 mins), Results &
Explanation (20mins)
12:50 - 13:20 Break Time
13:20 - 13:30 Preliminary Round 3: Draw and Motion Announcement
13:30 - 15:10 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (50 mins), Results &
Explanation (20mins)
15:10 - 15:20 Preliminary Round 4: Draw and Motion Announcement
15:20 - 17:00 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (50 mins), Results &

Explanation (20mins)

17:45 - 18:10 Break Announcements
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<{>Day 2 Break Rounds (22th August 2025 JST)

8:30 - 8:45 Registration

8:45 - 8:55 Briefing

9:00 - 9:30 SOLA Opening Ceremony

9:30 - 9:40 Quarterfinals: Draw and Motion Announcement

9:40 - 11:40 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (70mins), Results &
Explanation (20mins)

11:40 - 11:50 Semifinals: Draw and Motion Announcement

11:50 - 13:50 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (70mins), Results &
Explanation (20mins)

13:50 - 14:10 Break Time

14:10 - 14:20 Grand Finals: Draw and Motion Announcement

14:20 - 16:00 Preparation Time (30mins), Speeches (70mins)

16:00 - 16:30 SOLA Closing Ceremony

18:00 - 18:30 Results

€ Format of Debate

1) Tournament: World School’s Debating Championship (WSDC) Style debate tournament

(Modifications made to the rules to suit this event )
#¢Preliminary Rounds: 5,5,5,5,5,5,3,3 minutes
S Break Rounds: 8,8,8,8,8.8,4,4 minutes
X3 speakers per team
# Preparation time: 30 minutes

2) 4 Preliminary Rounds, 3 Break Rounds

#¢The draw for Preliminary Rounds 2 to 4 will be created using a power-pairing
system. Teams will be ranked according to the number of wins and individual speaker
scores, and the top 8 teams will progress to the Break Rounds. The number of break
teams may change depending on the number of teams participating in the tournament.
#¢ As we will be prioritizing the power-pairing system, the number of times each team

may be allocated a proposition/opposition side may vary.
3) The teams and debaters with the highest scores will be awarded.
4) Order and Times of Speeches

Preparation Time: 30 minutes

1st Proposition Speaker
Prelims: 5 minutes
Break Rounds: 8 minutes

1st Opposition Speaker
Prelims: 5 minutes
Break Rounds: 8 minutes




2nd Proposition Speaker
Prelims: 5 minutes
Break Rounds: 8 minutes

2nd Opposition Speaker
Prelims: 5 minutes
Break Rounds: 8 minutes

3rd Proposition Speaker
Prelims: 5 minutes
Break Rounds: 8 minutes

3rd Opposition Speaker
Prelims: 5 minutes
Break Rounds: 8 minutes

Opposition Reply
Prelims: 3 minutes
Break Rounds: 4 minutes

Proposition Reply
Prelims: 3 minutes
Break Rounds: 4 minutes

Results & Explanation from Judges: 20 minutes
#¢The Grand Final will not include this time slot

# Speech times for the preliminary rounds and break rounds will differ.

@ Scoring system for individual speeches
a. In this tournament, individual scores will be given according to the WSDC Marking Standard.
2 A debater must participate in 2 or more rounds to qualify for the speaker award.

b. Substantive speeches will be marked out of 100, with 40 for content, 40 for style, and 20 for
strategy.

c. Reply Speeches will be marked out of 50, with 20 for content, 20 for style, and 10 for
strategy.

d. Individual speaker scores will be calculated by multiplying the reply speech and averaging it
with the substantive speech, in order to align with overall performance.

e. Judges may not use any other marking standard or categories of marks.

@ Awards

1) Team results are ranked by the number of wins in matches, and the teams with the same
number of wins will be judged based on the individual score of the members.

2) Individual results are given as a cumulative total of individual scores.

3) The award certificate will be sent in data form.(Please carry out the printing process at each
individual school.)

4) Ifitis necessary to determine the ranking for awards, or if there are teams with the same
number of wins or same total number of individual points, the final ranking will be
determined in the following order:

e The total number of wins of the opposing teams.
e [fthe above are the same, it will be determined by the total of the individual scores of
the opposing teams.



@ Preparation for Zoom and how to join

* Please install Zoom from https://zoom.us/download prior to the event, and check your video and
audio. (It is possible to participate from a smartphone, but for  better internet connection we strongly
advise using a PC)

* Please change your Zoom user name to Team Name/Name .

* When reception begins, click the URL and open Zoom.

*Check your name, and please wait patiently for the host to let you in the meeting.
# We will be sending the Zoom urls later on.

<{>Guidelines

- Please prepare one smartphone per participant. As we will also be using Zoom and Slack, all
participants and teachers/coaches/advisors must create an account after completing
registration.

- Because this competition will be held virtually, the tournament procedures may differ from
previous years. Please keep in mind that things may not exactly go as smoothly and according
to schedule.

- You are also required to have access to a stable Wi-Fi connection in order to participate.
Participants must prepare a suitable environment for rounds prior to the start of the
tournament.

- Please abide by the precautions on “13 Precautions” and do not cheat. If a debater is found to
be cheating, the school to which the player belongs will be unable to participate in any
competitions hosted by HPDU for the duration of one year.

- You may message your teammates during preparation time, but just as in an in-person round,
you may not give advice or send text messages to your teammates during their speech. If you
disobey these rules, you will be disqualified from the round.

- Below are the rules regarding connection problems with Zoom during a round.

a. In each round, teams will be disqualified if the round is interrupted due to internet
issues for a total of more than 10 minutes.

b. If a speaker whose internet is down does not return after five minutes, someone else
should give the speech in their place. The individual score for that speech will be
given the lowest possible score, regardless of the quality of the speech.

c. What each individual should do if their network connection fails on Zoom:

- If your network connection fails: First, stop the stopwatch and try to recover
by following the trouble-shooting instructions distributed in advance.

- Ifa teammate's network connection fails during a speech: If the debater does
not return after five minutes, a replacement of that debater will continue the
speech.

- If the network connection of the next speaker to give their speech fails during
a speech by the opposing team and they do not come back after five minutes:
That debater's speech will be given by a replacement.

- If the judge's network connection fails:

- The judge will (1) Stop the stopwatch. — (2) Re-enter zoom, or
contact the organizing committee if coming back seems to take a long
time — (3) Once in the zoom, check the time on the stopwatch and
ask the speaker to resume from where the judge last took notes.

- The speaker will (1) Stop the stopwatch and the speech. — (2) Wait
until the judge comes back. If the judge does not come back in 5
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minutes, please contact the organizing committee. — (3) When the
judge comes back, resume the speech from where you left off.

d. In order to ensure the stability and fairness of the online rounds, we ask that no
outside spectators are allowed to enter the Zoom rooms. Only the players, judges, and
one person from the school who is participating (teacher, advisor, coach, etc.), and the
organizing committee of the tournament are allowed into the Zoom rooms.

@ Precautions

Debaters should use a stopwatch or timer to keep track of their time during the game.
Debaters are not allowed to consult with anyone during preparation time other than their
teammates participating in the round.

The use of electronic devices, including smart devices with internet connection, for the
purpose of research is strictly prohibited during preparation time and debate rounds. Teams
also may not bring any handwritten, printed or published materials with them into their
preparation room with the exception of an English Language dictionary, a bilingual
dictionary, and a single-volume encyclopedia or almanac per team. However, the use of
electronic devices to connect to Zoom and the use of electronic dictionaries is allowed.

Point of Order (Pointing out an opponent's rule violation during a round.) is prohibited. Judges
will make a decision when there is a rule violation. If there is a rule violation that interferes
with the progress of the match, the judge will take the appropriate action that is required.
When asking a Point of Information (POI) towards a Substantive Speech, ask the speaker for
permission to speak, using phrases such as "point" or "point of information. POI is not
allowed during the first and last 30 seconds of the 5 minutes in the preliminary rounds, and
during the first and last minute of the 8 minutes in the break rounds. If the speaker is allowed
to ask a POI, they are allowed to speak for 15 seconds. POI is not allowed during Reply
Speeches.

Please keep your camera on during your speech.

It is prohibited to record, photograph, or videotape rounds without the consent of the
teachers/coaches/advisors of the opposing team.

Photos, videos, and recordings taken by the SOLA2024 Organizing Committee may be used
later on the SOLA2024 website, in reports to co-sponsors and cooperating organizations, and
in briefings and lectures about SOLA2024. If you do not wish to be filmed, please let us know
in advance. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

If there is a case in which a debater cannot participate due to a sudden fever, etc., please
contact us by 7:00 p.m. (JST) on the day before the event. If you are unable to find a
replacement and you have less than two debaters on a team, you will be eligible for individual
awards, but not for team awards.

Please eat your lunch (if necessary) during the preparation times or Break Time, as we will
not be setting a specific time slot for lunch break.

@ Contact Information ¢

SOLA 2025 Organizing Committee email: contact@sola2025.com
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